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PATHOLOGY OF THE NTERVOUS SYSTEM: A S1UDENT'S INTRODUCrION. By J. Henry
Biggart, C.B.E., MD., D.Sc., F.R.C.P. Third Edition. (Pp. ix + 368; figs. 239; pls. 22.
40s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1961.
WHEN this book was published first in 1936, one of the principal concepts was to keep a
close relationship between the pathology of the central nervous system and general pathology.
The success of this was immediate, and n1ow the book has entered its third edition.
The layout is very similar to the earlier editions-the reaction to disease of the neurone,
of the interstitial cells, and of the cerebrospinal fluid. Chapters then follow on various types
of disease. In the light of the modem clinical approach to the pathology of arterial disease,
it is important to have a clear picture of what is happening in the artery, whether it be the
extracranial or intracranial. This is well catered for, while, in an age of modem transport,
the chapter on the pathology of injuries to the brain and spinal cord is very essential.
Chapters on virus disease and disseminated sclerosis are included, and the author suggests
the former may have to be enlarged in a future edition, while disseminated sclerosis and
other demyelinating diseases are classified among the diseases of which the pathogeny still
eludes us.
All branches of the pathology of the central nervous system are touched on, and there
are two excellent chapters on tumors of the C.N.S.
There is a good index, and at the end of each chapter there is a list of reference of the
main works which have been consulted.
No description of this book would be complete without reference to the illustrations
which are not only plentiful and increased in numbers hut, speaking as one who has referred
to them for years, the essence of clarity. H. H. S.
TEXTBOOK OF MEDICINE. Edited by Sir John Conybeare, K.B.E., M.C., D.M., F.R.C.P.,
and W. N. Mann, M.D., F.R.C.P. Thirteenth Edition. (Pp. xvi + 990; figs. 48; pls. 40.
45s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1961.
FOR more than thirty years this familiar textbook has played an important part in the teaching
of internal medicine to undergraduates. Its popularity is largely due to the clear presentation
and discursive style used by the authors and their commonsense approach to the theory and
practice of clinical medicine. Consequently it is an interesting book to read, not just one
for occasional reference. To keep pace with the times, expansioni and extensive revision have
been undertaken and, as a result, the thirteenth edition is 130 pages longer than its predecessor.
Because of changes in the panel of contributors several sections of the new edition have been
rewritten.
The family doctor will find much of interest in those parts of the text dealing with the
clinical, pathological, biochemical, and radiological aspects of the subject, but he may consider
that advice on management and details of treatment is neither sufficiently comprehensive
nor, in places, up to date enough to be of much assistance to him. It is unfortunate that, in
a textbook designed for the student and the house physician, the few misprints have to do
with drugs and their dosage. In general, however, the standard of printing and illustration is
high and the X-ray plates have been well chosen. T. F.
HOME TREATMENT IN INJURY AND OSTEOARTHRITIS. By WV. E. Tucker,
C.V.O., M.B.E., T.D., M.A., M.B., F.R.C.S. (Pp. viii + 80; illustrated. 10s. 6d.) Edinburgh
and London: E. & S. Livingstone, '961.
THIS short monograph of seventy-eight pages advocates a principle which may well be the
answer to many of the problems of the management of present-day chronic aiiments. This
principle is that simple home treatment can improve the condition of many patients with
injury, and can improve or at least alleviate the condition of many arthritics. These are the
patients who flood out-patient departments, attending over and over again; and often ringing
the changes from one hospital to another. The author describes a system of treatment by
122exercises and other simple therapeutic measures. The instructions are printed, with diagrams,
on a series of cards. These are explained to the patient by the doctor.
By following this method, the patient may prevent a condition from becoming chronic,
and at the same time he will realise that his own efforts are most important if he is to gain
the maximal recovery.
This should be read by all interested in the after-care of injury and the treatment of
chronic conditions, . . . and this means all general practitioners and most consultants. This
book is a stimulating and valuable contribution to a very difficult problem. R. I.W.
TECHNIQUES IN TROPICAL PATHOLOGY. By B. G. Maegraith, W. E. Kershaw, and
D. Dagnall. (Pp. xi + 1,64; illustrated. 25s.) Edinburgh and London: Oliver & Boyd,
1961.
THIS book, according to the authors, "is intended for the medical practitioner and laboratory
technician working in small laboratories in the tropics. It contains details of some of the
simnpler procedures which should be useful in the diagnosis of human diseases peculiar to
hot climates."
The text of the book has been commendably compressed into 1,64 pages, including appendix
and index. The technical methods are clearly described and the illustrations are excellent.
The sections on parasitology, helminthology, and microscopy of exudates are beyond praise.
The authors, however, have not confined themselves to the laboratory diagnosis of diseases
peculiar to the tropics. They have ranged over the whole of laboratory medicine. If the
book is intended as a guide, its success to a great measure depends on the selection of the
nmethods it recommends, for there is no room to include alternates.
It is in the field of general clinical pathology where, I think, there is room for criticism
of the choice of recommended techniques. Some of the methods described arc not the most
satisfactory for the purpose.
In a small laboratory there would be considerable advantage in using tablet reagents rather
than solutions for urine testing. These can be more readily stored, do not deteriorate as
quickly as solutions and are simple and accurate in use.
ln the bacteriology section, the use of dark ground examination of a centrifuged deposit
of citrated blood is recommended for the diagnosis of leptospirosis. This is a highly un-
satisfactory method. The only useful method of diagnosis of leptospira are by isolation of
the organism or by the leptospiral agglutination test. The use of the adhesion test as a
serological diagnostic procedure is historical rather than practical.
In the section on htm'atology the use of "Sequestrene" as a routine anticoagulant for blood
samples is not mentioned and the Wintrobe method for sedimentation rates is recommended,
although most laboratories nowadays have reverted to the use of the Westegren method.
In the section of the book which deals with blood grouping, only ABO blood groups are
mentioned. If this section is intended to assist in the problem of blood transfusion practice
the omission of any reference to the Rhesus factor or to the less common blood group
antigens is a serious omission.
Despite these criticisms, which I am sure will be corrected in future editions, this book
will prove useful to doctors with limited laboratory experience working in small laboratories
in the tropics. M. G. N.
A PHYSICIAN'S INTRODUCTION TO ELECTRONICS. By A. C. Morris, jun. (Pp. 50.
15s.) London: Pergamon Press, 1961.
ELECTRONIC engineers use a language and script of their own. This book provides a basis for
their translation. In a very small compass it provides sufficient information for a non-expert
to understand something of a circuit diagram. Part of the book consists of instructions for
the building and operation of a circuit which illustrates the basic functions of many electronic
components. It should prove a useful, cheap reference manual for the non-expert who uses
electronic apparatus. G. M. B.
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